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ALL ABOARD THE #40 CARS
FOR JAN. 22ND PARTY!

A rrappy New Year to all our good
members and friends! And what better
way to start the New Year than to en-
joy our Annual Members' Birthday Par-
ty at Colma Town Hall, Sunday, January
22nd, from 2 to 4 p.m.

Yes, we kno~ that it's SuperBowl
and we hope (at this writing) £he San
Francisco '4gers will be the NFC con-
tenders, but, with any luck, the game
will be over by 2 pm, since the start
is at 11 am, Hiami time.

Anyway, all members are invited
for fun, great refreshments (including
The Bubbly!) ann a splendid program
which has special significance for
January of 1989.

On January 16, 1949, just forty
years ago" the Municipal Railway of
San Francisco, the then-owner/operator
of the 140 line from San Francisco to
San Mateo, ceased service on a street-
car line that had run, in one form or
another since 1903.

Many of us have spent long hours
commbting, going to school, visiting
friends and relatives in Peninsula
communities, via the "Big Subsw, as·
the earlier cars were dubbed, from
United Railroads days, through Market
Market St. Railway ownership, and the
final operation by the Muni of SF.

Our guest speaker will be Walter
Vielbaum of Burlingame, a noted rail-
road historian, showing slides of the
famed streetcar operation.

In cur copy of -TIlE40 LINE PIC-
TORIALn, a publication of the Western
Railroader, April 1967, is the n6ta-
tion:

"The photographs in this issue
were taken by ~"lalter Vielbaum in
the perion 1944-49, during the
Municipal Railway of SF opera-
tions ..."
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So, our guest speaker is very
.historically connected with the "40
line and it.soperat:ions!

In addition, during our time of
refreshments, there will be a shown a
non-narrated (silent) film of the en-
t.Lrerout.e of t.he#40 st.reet.car, from
San Francisco t.oSan Mateo. This
should be a real treat, with landmarks
of our earlier dist.rict.si.herefor
recollection and ident.ificat.ion.

This precious footage will be
provided by Rick Borgwardt of San Fran-
cisco, anot.her enthusiastic railroRd
buff .

Memorabilia of anythinq connect-
ed wit.h the #40 car operations will be
on display, and members and friends
are asked to bring their artificact.s.

Also, if t.hereare any former
.#40 workers, conductors, motormen,
artisans, 8t:C., we hope t.hat they will
come to t.hemeeting and make t.hem-
selves known for introduction and
comments, if they.desire.



340 CUI" at stop down
the Pcninsulil fjome-
where, possibly San
~lateo OJ AUllingame?
l'lhb can iden1ify???

Remember, alt~ough this is a
MEI.JBERS ONLY meeting, f riends and
guesls can join the Guild at. the door,
and our membership rat£s are very
moLlesl:

SeniorS/Students
Individuals
Families
·Patrons

$2.00
$4.00
$6.00

$25.00

"r·lOVIESGO WEST" DIG HIT!

our November meeling was a very
pleasant affair, laking us back t.o t.he
days of silenl film-making in t~e Bay
Area, wit.h accenl on t.he operat.ions of
the Essanay Film Manufacturing Company
in and around Niles, California, from

.1912-1916.

Geoffrey Bell', film hi.st.orLan ,
wri.t.erZproducer of document.arLes on
movie-makiny in our area, was our
honored guest, showing one of his
award-winning films, "The r-lovies Go
West", cent.erLnq on the product.ion f
facilities in Niles, where good film
condit.ions, access t.O t.ranscon rail-
roads, and a good supply of profession-
al actors and local cowboys combined
favorably.

Afler showing his pict.ure,
i-lr. Bell answered questions from t.he
at~en~ees, some of whom (a~ yo~ngst.~rs)

had perfor~ed in films made in San
Francico and ~arin County.

The display table included t.he
speaker's Wrangler Trophy, which had
been awarded for "The. Movies go West"
by the Cowboy Hall of Fame in Oklahoma
City.

Among it.ems of interest. brought
by members were t.l1ree1914-16 publica-
from t.he collect.ion of Milt Staub
which were used as advertising for the
silent films of t.he Kalem and Pal'a-
mount. Film Companies. Of not.e was
t.he name of an officer of one of the
film companies, Samuel Goldfish, who
lat.er changed his name to Samuel Gold-
wyn.

FIRST WESTLAKE RESIDENT(S)?
It. will be some 40 years since

the· first. occupancy of a residence in
West.lake, and t.he Guild will make a
special recognit.ion of this annivers-
ary at. t.he March meeting in Doelger
Center.

Bffort is underway to find the
actual first occupancy, on Cliffside
Drive and also the residents of Nest.-
lake ~ho have continually lived in
lheir originally-purchased home the

:longest period of time.

If any of our members or friends



have ~ocumen~ed information a c the
a nove+me nt.Loriedactivit.y, ·please call
Ken Gillespie at .755-5123.

BILL HURSCHMANN DIES
We note wilh sadness ~he death of

one of OUY most loyal members and
friend of the Guilu, Bill IIurschmann,
staff writer for the San Mateo Times
Group, assigned primarily to the Daly
City scene.

Bill was of~en in our home, as a
frienJ and hones~ fan of hist.orical
Lnf o.rina t.Lon and Daly Cit.y life. As a
fix~ure at. t.he Council meetings in
Daly City, he could always be counted
upon to report hones~ly and fairly the
proceedings.

A mos~ enthusiastic Giants fan,
he was afforded a tribute in death
that properly should have been given
in life. He shall miss him very much.

"ITALIANS. IN NO. COUNTyn

FOR iwlARCH i~EETING

Our ~arch 16th meeting will fea~-
ure local res~aurateur Frank Spada-
rella, who will show a selection of
his exquisite slides on the contri-
butions of nEarly Italians of San
rotateoCounty. n

r'lr. Spadarella, a noted photo-
grapher, has displayed his works in
many splenuid exhibi~ions, and is ~he
editor of'the booklet published by the
San Mateo County Historical Associa-
tion on the subject of his March pro-
gram for ~he Guild.

NEW BOOK BY NEIL FAHY

Congratulations Lo Board member
Neil Fahy on t.he completion and publi-
cation of his writt.en work nSan Mateo
County Sourdoughs in the Klondike and
Nome Gold Rushes.n

The book was previewed at the
January 8th meet.ing of the San Mat.eo
Count.y Hist.orical Associat.ion, where
Neil presented a slide program on San
Ma~eo Coun~y resident.s who were parti-
cipants in the gold fever of t.he lat.e
19th and early 20th cent.uries.

CO ,\ ARTICLE IN llii·lOTORLANDIIIl

We hope you saw the fine article
in the recent (Jan.-Feb. 1989) issue
of Motorland on the subject 6£ Col~a,
with a sub-bead of "Strolling Through
The Cemeteries." Written by John
Goepel, the article is a fine, concise
history and tour-guide of our unique
cemetery city.

THANK YOU, LEROY LARSEN!

Continuing appreciation is ex-
pressed to our' great computer wh i.z
LeRoy Larsen, who updates our expand-
ing address list (with data from Mem-
bership Chairman Roz Babow), and t.urns
out splendid, zip-coded address stick-
ers for our Guild mailings.

Recent.ly LeRoy and his wife Aida
attended a computer seminar in Color-
ado, in the field of computer-assist.eed
ed geological file data (Aida's field),
and returned with such advanced con-
cepts that it was dazzling to hear!

BOARD lolEETING BUZZINGS

A Doard of Directors meeting was
held at t~c Gillespie home on January
2nd, where the activities of the Guild
past, present and future were brought.
.i.nt.o focus.

The dues struct.ure was found t.o
be adequate. Our bank accouht. shows
a balance of over $3,300. The dues,
raffle and other donations pay for t.he
major costs of operating t.he Guild,
namely postage, print.ing, refreshment.s
and phot.ography costs (film and devel-
opment) in connect.ion with t.he Guild's
maint..enance and enhancement of the
pi ct.ure collection at. serra.uont.e

.Library.

Attendance at Guild meetings is
excellent, and the cooperation of t.he
staff at Ooelger Cent.er and our once
yearly meet.ing at Colma Town Uall is
very much appreciated. We average
about. 125 members and friends for each
activity ... splendid t.urnouts.

The resumpt.ion of cat.aloguing
work at. t.he Library is in t.he offing,
for collection materials which are
in the f orm of pamphlet s, memoirs,



artifacts, et. ;Neil Fahy will be
examining the t i.Le drawers' con t.ent.s
to det.ermine the methodology of proper
cat.aloguing.

Presumed expenses for t.his phase
of the operation might include ext.en-
sive file equipment, folders, cabinet.s,
etc.

LAST iUNUTE REiUNDER!

Those good friends who siqned up
to bring 4 dozen goodies for the up-
coming January 22nd meet.ing are re-
minded of t.heir generous offer:

Bet:ty Schultz
Anne Ingersoll

Frances Windhurst
Doris Hill

Aida Larsen
Marie & Ford Baron

Refreshment Commit.t.ee chairperson
i-iaryHutchings will be cont.act.ing you
before the meeting. In case you want
to check wit.h Mary, her number is
756-0864.

We'll see you all at Colma Town
Hall, and HAPPY NEW YEAR. TO ALL!
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